Ms. Bishop English I
Class Expectations 2007—2008

To Contact Me:

Home Phone: 413-586-4401

Email: cbishop@grsd.org Class Website: http://msbishop.org
The easiest way to reach me is at home, evenings before 9PM or on weekends. The class website is
another useful source for information about this class, homework, handouts, and more.

The Independent Reading Grade

The primaryhomeworkassignmentor this classdoesnot changeyou areexpectedo do independenteadingfor 2
1/2 hoursN150minutesNeveryweek, to log the pagesandtimesread,andto submita weeklysummaryof your
reading. At leastonehour of readinga weekshouldbein the form of a bookNfiction or non-fiction, buta book(and
not a textbook!) Magazinesand newspapersnay only be countedon "ChoiceDays" for in-classreading. Assigned
readingfor English classmay be countedtowardthe total readingtime eachweek.

All studentsshouldbring their independenteadingto classeveryday,andMUST havetheir currentindependent
readingbook with themin classon Mondaysfor their weekly readinglogsto be accepted--akeastpart of thetime
spent readingachweekMUST bein class,wherel cancheckon your progressn your book, discusst with you, etc.

Each completedeadinglog is worth 20 pointsN15 points for thetime spentreading,and5 pointsfor the completed
(brief) summary. | reservetheright to rejectany readinglog thatdoesnot havea summarypr wherethe summaryis
S0 vagueasto leavequestionsn my mind as towhetheryou havedonethereading. | alsoreservetheright to require
you to bring a particulatbook to classin orderto answerany questiond haveaboutit.

| encourageyou to discussyour readingwith your parents. | havealargelibrary of booksin the classroomandl
would love to try to matchyour interestswith abookyou will really love.

Readinglogs areavailablein the classroomandonline at theclasswebsite.

Reading logs are worth between 180 and 200 points per marking period. It is very, very difficult to pass this
class if you are not consistent in handing in these reading logs, and failing to hand in even one or two logs can
result in a grade that is a full letter grade lower than it otherwise would be! Do your homework!

Response Paper Grades

Each week, you will be expected to write a short (3—5 paragraph) paper responding to one of a number of news
stories, photographs, interviews, or poems I will make available to you. The rough drafts for these papers are due on
Fridays, and will be graded on a five-point scale. These papers should be handed in written on every other line, with
paragraph breaks, and a properly cited source citation at the bottom of the paper. You should save each paper in your
portfolio in the classroom—you will need to return to them later.

Every three to five weeks, you will be required to take one of your rough drafts, and revise it into a finished paper,
with evidence of thoughtful revision, proofreading, and a properly cited source. These polished, final draft papers
should also be handed in written on every other line. They will be graded on a thirty-point scale, and should also be
saved for later reference.

All papers for this class should be written on every other line. All papers for this class should have paragraph breaks
and standard punctuation and spelling! All papers for this class should be saved for later review.

Rough draft response papers will be worth a total of about 30—40 points per marking period. Final draft
response papers will be worth a total of about 60—90 points per marking period.



Daily Oral Language

Many days will begin with two sentences of proofreading work on a Daily Oral Language worksheet. Students will
correct each day’s two sentences before class begins, and then, working together, we will check the work as a class.
Students then write out the corrected sentences, and save the worksheet for the next day. Corrected sentences and
worksheets are stapled together and handed in every Friday. Daily Oral Language is worth five points a week for
Advanced sections of this course, and ten points a week for Standard sections.

The most any student will receive for worksheets handed in without the written corrections is 40% of that week’s
points.

Daily Oral Language is worth about 45—50 points per marking period for Advanced students, and 90—100
points per marking period for Standard students. (DOL may not be included in the work of every week of the
year, which may affect this estimate.)

Vocabulary Work and Quizzes

Vocabulary worksheet packets covering words in context, synonyms and antonyms, analogies, and word games are
completed over the course of a week, and reviewed and corrected in class. Worksheets are worth five points per
week.

Every three weeks, there will be a vocabulary quiz, worth 30 points.

Some students, based on pre-test performance on each unit, may be exempt from completing the vocabulary
worksheets and quizzes.

The vocabulary grade is worth between 135 and 150 points per marking period. (Vocabulary may not be
included in the work of every week of the year, which may affect this estimate.)

Literary Analysis Papers and Other Writing

Students in this class will be expected to complete between three and five formal literary analysis papers and essays,
complete with rough drafts, evidence of revision, proofreading, properly cited sources, etc. These will be worth 60
points each, including their rough drafts. In some cases, papers will not be accepted without a previously submitted
and graded rough draft.

Students may also be expected to complete short essays in response to literature, and/or essay test questions, short
response paragraphs, summaries, and other forms of writing as they are appropriate to the unit being studied or the
needs of the class. Some in-class journaling will be required as well, and will generally be worth two points a page.
On occasion, formal and informal note taking will be assigned and may be graded.

The number of points from these assorted forms of writing will vary greatly from marking period to marking
period. They will likely be worth between 40 and 120 points per marking period.

Miscellaneous Other Work

In addition to the regular work outlined above, each marking period will contain a number of other projects, tests,
quizzes, or papers. Projects are graded on rubrics which are generally given out at the time of the assignment; they,
and the number of points assigned will vary based on the length and complexity of the assignment. Work may range
from an in-class sketch to illustrate a scene in a book, to rehearsing and performing a scene from Shakespeare. Points
may range between two and two hundred, based on the nature of the work.



Again, the number of points from these assignments may vary greatly from one marking period to the next.
This category will likely be worth between 50 and 300 points per marking period.



Class Participation Grade

Every day, every student has the opportunity to earn two points toward their overall participation grade simply by
following the class expectations. Students must be in class to earn points, but can make up points missed for absences
(though not for points lost through lack of in-class participation or discipline problems) by journaling one page for
each day the student has missed. Makeup journaling should be submitted by the end of the week following the
absence.

All Gateway rules and policies apply within my classroom. In addition, I have certain other expectations that are
specific to my class. Most are pretty straightforward and common sense:

Be in your seat when the bell rings.

Bring the proper materials (books, pencil, paper, etc....) and any assignments to class with you. Locker
passes, when available, cost one class participation point.

Be silent during silent work periods.

Listen attentively and politely to all speakers—especially other students!

Participate positively in all classroom work.

Language and manners should be “classroom appropriate” at all times.

Only class-related computer use is allowed, and only in accordance with the school's Acceptable Use Policy.
No food or drink other than water in my classroom. Put it away or throw it away when you enter.

My class is not a locker room: do not apply personal care products in my room (makeup, deodorants, hair
care products, etc.). I will confiscate any such products as I see fit.

® (Classroom dismissal is by me. The bell is merely a reminder.

If I need to speak to you about failing to meet any of these rules, you will lose a point for each time I speak to you. (If
I need to speak to you more than twice, [ will send you to the office for discipline. Serious offenses may
result in a loss of all points, as well as an office referral.)

The class participation grade is worth between 90 and 100 points each quarter—about as much as a major test
grade. This is one grade students have complete control over!

Classroom Procedures
BATHROOM/WATER FOUNTAIN PASS POLICY

The hall pass is located at the front of the room. During periods of independent work, simply let me know if you
need to use the pass, and sign yourself out. Sign in when you return.

No passes will be granted before I have completed taking attendance, during whole-class presentations (including
movies—there is always something I expect you to learn from the films we see) or in the last ten minutes of any class
period.

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS ONLY ONE BATHROOM PASS FOR THIS CLASSROOM. In order to

be responsible about your own work AND considerate toward your classmates, do not take more than 3—5 minutes to
use the bathroom.

Abuse of this system may result in a loss of your bathroom pass privilege and/or a disciplinary referral.

CLASS HANDOUTS

Check the rack for handouts as you enter the classroom. Please pick up one copy of each handout intended for your
class before you sit down.

Copies of handouts for previous classes in the current unit are also available in the front of the class.



Copies of most handouts are normally also available online, at my teacher website for this class, to help you replace
any you might lose, and you will have storage space in my classroom for your handouts, writing, etc.

ABSENCES, LATE WORK, AND MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS

It is the responsibility of each student who misses class to find out what assignments they may have missed, and to
make them up in a timely fashion. The class web page is updated daily, and even if you do not have access to a
computer at home, you should be able to look up your own work when you return to class.

No makeup or late assignments worth 10 points or less will be accepted after one week’s time. Unless otherwise
specified, ALL late assignments (large or small) will lose 2 points per day. Generally speaking, all work must be
made up within the same number of days as the length of the absence, or it will be counted as late. (Please consult
the student handbook for school policies regarding extended absences and attendance.)

I do NOT accept late work of any kind during the last two weeks of a marking period, and I do not guarantee that late
work will be graded in time to be reflected in progress reports!

COMPUTERS IN THE CLASSROOM

Computer use in my classroom is a privilege, not a right. Misuse of computers—including accessing inappropriate
websites, Instant Messaging for any reason, using streaming media (video or audio) during the school day, or any
other uses that might distract from class—is a violation of class rules.

You must complete and submit an Acceptable Use Policy in order to access the school network. It is then your
responsibility to get and keep safe your own password. NEVER allow another student to log on using your password!

Do not customize classroom laptop computers with screen savers, or by hiding taskbars, changing the wallpaper, or
adding widgets. Though fun on an individual’s laptop, customizing classroom laptops may offend or confuse other
students, and will eventually slow the processing speed of the computer.

Please, please, please: save your work onto your own H drive! Do not depend on the laptops to keep your documents
safe (or private).

I do not accept electronic submissions of your work, and I cannot grant extensions to assignments due to computer or
printer problems, at home or at school. Please plan accordingly!

I will revoke the computer privileges of anyone who breaks class rules on computer use: first-time offenders may
receive a one-week suspension; repeated offenses will result in a permanent loss of privileges.

Though many assignments do make considerable use of the computer, there will always be a low-tech alternative
available.

A FINAL NOTE

Because of the variety of material we cover in this class, ranging between short poems and full-length novels, between
grammar and mechanics reviews, and formal academic writing, assignments and due dates can vary immensely from
one unit to the next. Deadlines, too, are subject to change, based on the rhythms of the academic year, differences
between sections of the same course, and student interest and need for review. [ make every attempt to keep my
website as current as possible, and to have as much material available to students and parents as I can—I want every
student to succeed, and for there to be no unpleasant end-of-term surprises.



