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ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT PYRAMID

State uses to gauge student mastery of state

standards and to determine whether each district is

making Adequate Yearly Progress under NCLB
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Gates-MacGinitie, DIBELS, Running Records,
DRA, Administrative Benchmark Conferences
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Parents, guardians, students,
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Report cards, progress
reports, parent-teacher
conferences, parent contact
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employers use to gauge
progress

Teachers use to gain
knowledge of student
learning needs and to
inform the path of
instruction

End products - teacher tests, quizzes,
projects, reports, projects, formative
assessments of KNOW/DO etc.
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Daily/in the immediate moment - teacher assessment of
mastery of individual standards, observation

* The Academic Assessment Pyramid summarizes the connections among the assessments
that form the assessment leg of the stool in the educational success metaphor.

= Classroom assessments form the foundation since they impact students every day.

= MCAS is at the smallest part of the pyramid because it has least impact on daily use of
assessment to adjust instruction to meet student learning needs.
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